GIORDANO  BRUNO.
sealed when he crossed the Alps, and his short labours at Padua were the last of his noble life; chased from that city he fled to Venice, and there the bloodhounds of the Inquisition
ran him down at last: he was arrested and thrown into prison* At that same time Galileo came to Padua; and was appointed professor of mathematics; for six years he held that post, and for those six years Giordano Bruno was buried in the Piombi in Venice; six years, without bookj or pen, or paper; six years without seeing one friendly face, without hearing one friendly voice. And this for Bruno, the child of the South ; Bruno, with his passion, and his glad enjoyment of life ; Bruno, in the full maturity of his powers, and with his eager, restless, buoyant, ardent, nature. That six years of solitude must have been a martyrdom more fearful than the stake; a martyrdom so terrible that the heroism which bore it unshaken is the grandest tone in the symphony of this sublime life.
Bruno was arrested in September, 1592, and, as soon as the news of his capture reached Rome, the Grand Inquisitor, San-Severina, sent to demand that the Republic should authorise the officials of the Holy Office in Venice to deliver up the person of the heretic to be dealt with at Rome. The following are the grounds of the accusation made against him : " This man is not only a heretic, but is a heresiarch. He has composed various works, in which he, extols the Queen of England, and other heretical Princes. He has written many things on religion, and contrary to the faith, although he expresses them philosophically. He is an apostate, having been, at one time, a Dominican. He has lived a number of years at Geneva and in England. He has been pursued by justice, on the same grounds, at Naples, and at other places." The Venetian authorities refused to come to any resolution on the matter, pleading State pre-occupations; and Bruno was left to drag on the weary years of his martyrdom, until In 1598 he was delivered up to the Roman officials. There were yet two years more of life before him, and these were chiefly spent in disputations with the learned doctors, who endeavoured to convert him; for It would have been a greater triumph to , the Inquisition to convert Bruno than to murder him ; and a struggle, protracted for two years, went on between the heretic and the champions of the Church. The subtlest disputants of Rome argued with him; Bellarmlne, the g-eatest controversial!!:! of the time, was there; and Brun%